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ORDER OF THE HEALTH OFFICER
OF THE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO DIRECTING
ALL INDIVIDUALS LIVING IN THE COUNTY TO SHELTER AT THEIR PLACE OF
RESIDENCE EXCEPT THAT THEY MAY LEAVE TO PROVIDE OR RECEIVE
CERTAIN ESSENTIAL SERVICES OR ENGAGE IN CERTAIN ESSENTIAL
ACTIVITIES AND WORK FOR ESSENTIAL BUSINESSES AND GOVERNMENTAL
SERVICES; EXEMPTING INDIVIDUALS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS FROM
THE SHELTER IN PLACE ORDER BUT URGING THEM TO FIND SHELTER AND
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO PROVIDE IT; DIRECTING ALL BUSINESSES AND
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES TO CEASE NON-ESSENTIAL OPERATIONS AT
PHYSICAL LOCATIONS IN THE COUNTY; PROHIBITING ALL NON-ESSENTIAL
GATHERINGS OF ANY NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS; AND ORDERING
CESSATION OF ALL NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL

DATE OF ORDER: MARCH 16, 2020

Please read this Order carefully. Violation of or failure to comply with this Order is a misdemeanor
punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both. (California Health and Safety Code § 120295, ef seq.)

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTIONS 101040,
101085, AND 120175, THE HEALTH OFFICER OF THE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO (“HEALTH
OFFICER”) ORDERS:

1. The intent of this Order is to ensure that the maximum number of people self-isolate in their places of
residence to the maximum extent feasible, while enabling essential services to continue, to slow the
spread of COVID-19 to the maximum extent possible. When people need to leave their places of
residence, whether to obtain or perform vital services, or to otherwise facilitate authorized activities
necessary for continuity of social and commercial life, they should at all times reasonably possible
comply with Social Distancing Requirements as defined in Section 10 below. All provisions of this
Order should be interpreted to effectuate this intent. Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this
Order constitutes an imminent threat to public health.

2. All individuals currently living within San Mateo County (the “County”) are ordered to shelter at their
place of residence. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must at all times
as reasonably possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from any other person when they are
outside their residence. All persons may leave their residences only for Essential Activities, Essential
Governmental Functions, or to operate Essential Businesses, all as defined in Section 10. Individuals
experiencing homelessness are exempt from this Section, but are strongly urged to obtain shelter, and





















